
Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services 
Welcome Back Center Suburban Maryland  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

STEPS TO OBTAIN MARYLAND LICENSURE  
FOR FOREIGN-TRAINED NURSES (*) 

 
 

APPLY FOR LICENSURE 
Request application to the Maryland Board of Nursing (MBON) 

 

 
 

 

REQUEST CREDENTIAL EVALUATION SERVICE (CES)  
Send completed application for Full Education Course-by-Course Report 
to the Commission on Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools (CGFNS) $385 

 
 
 
 

PASS ENGLISH COMPETENCY EXAM 
ORAL PROFICIENCY INTERVIEW (OPI)  $140 

Administered by Inter-American Language Associates (ILA) 
or 

Other accepted by the Maryland Board of Nursing 
 

 
 

RETURNING APPLICATION 
Complete and return application to the Maryland Board of Nursing (MBON) 

($100 for application and $60 for background check) 

 
 

PASS LICENSURE EXAM 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF LICENSURE EXAM (NCLEX)  $200 

 

 
 
 

MARYLAND BOARD OF NURSING 
Approves licensure of applicant after receiving: 

                     > U.S. equivalencies of applicant’s foreign credentials, which must 
                        correspond to Maryland’s registered nurse requirements; 
                             > A passing score on the English competency exam; and  
                                          > A passing score on the licensure exam.                           
 
 
 
 

LICENSURE OF APPLICANT 
 

(*) Source: “Status of Licensure of Foreign-Trained Latino Nursing Professionals in the State of Maryland.”  Latino Health Professions Workgroup. Latino 

Health Initiative, Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services.  November 2004.   NOTE: Revised including updated costs as of February 2010. 


